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‘This is what a 
democracy looks like’
Millions gather worldwide to promote equal rights
BY HANNAH LENTZ
EDITORIALlcoLANTHORN.COM
I
t’s estimated that one in every 
100 Americans marched Sat­
urday, Jan. 21, to protest the in­
auguration of President Donald 
Trump and promote the need for 
equal rights as part of the “Womens 
March on Washington.” With march­
es on every continent, the march may 
go down in history as one of the larg­
est forms of assemblies worldwide.
Though the march was met with 
criticisms from several other social 
justice advocate groups who had con­
cerns that minorities and other under­
represented communities were not 
the focus of the rally, it is estimated by 
the Womens March on Washington 
movement that more than 5 million 
people participated worldwide.
In an effort to be part of the 
change, several students from Grand 
Valley State University also made the 
trip to make their voices heard.
Senior Leah McCombs traveled to 
Washington, D.C. with friends from 
GVSU and her hometown. Since all 
the buses in Michigan were already 
sold out, they decided to drive. Along 
the way, they saw acts of kindness and
education. In a society where social 
media rules, real action requires 
participation, not just sharing a pic­
ture or an opinion online.”
The march also promoted the “10 
Actions for the first 100 Days” cam­
paign that focuses on a different form 
of protest and change that people can 
participate in for President Trumps
SEE MARCH | A2
hope that were also reflected in the 
march’s efforts McCombs said.
“Every place we stopped along the 
way there were cars and buses of wom­
en, men and kids just like us driving to 
D.C.,” McCombs said. “Everyone was 
high-fiving and cheering at each stop.”
though McCombs said that the 
whole experience of participating in 
the march was hard to put into words, 
the movement was full of love, energy, 
affirmation and encouragement.
At the march, social justice ad­
vocates such as Angela Davis spoke 
to the crowd about women’s rights, 
racial equality and the idea of a na­
tion of understanding and political 
change. The speaker list also includ­
ed celebrities such as America Fer- 
rera and Scarlett Johansson.
“It’s not just action for women’s 
rights, but the rights for all,” Mc­
Combs said. “Rights for the LGBTQ 
community, the right to clean air,
WE ARE THE POPULAR VOTE: Thousands of women march as part of the Women’s March on Washington through the nation’s capital Saturday, Jan. 21. The march came less than 24 hours after Donald Trump 
was inaugurated as president and caught international attention, drawing an estimated 5 million people marching worldwide to promote equal rights for all groups in America. COURTESY | CHELSEA michalec
Winter gear drive to benefit 
refugees in West Michigan
institute, CSLC and Better Together, a 
GVSU interfaith group, collaborated 
to host their first winter gear drive in 
response to the Syrian refugee crisis.
“Recognizing that it’s winter again, 
and our community is still seeing a 
steady influx of refugees, those same 
groups came together again said, 
‘Let’s see if we can do this again but 
even bigger this year,"’ said Melissa 
Baker-Boosamra, associate director 
of student life, civic engagement and 
assessment. “So, we reached out more 
broadly to other campus partners to 
get other cosponsors and attempt to 
have a broader reach.”
This year, the winter gear drive 
is being sponsored by the Division 
of Student Services, the Division 
of Inclusion and Equity, the Divi­
sion of Enrollment Development 
and student senate.
Baker-Boosamra said the winter 
gear drive will serve to benefit refu­
gees who oftentimes immigrate to the 
United States with nothing but the 
clothes they’re wearing.
“They come with nothing,” she 
said. “Oftentimes, these are families
who are literally coming (with just) the 
clothes on their backs. (I) would like to 
say that we would like to get a coat for 
every one of those refugees.”
Baker-Boosamra said another 
motivation for hosting the drive 
was to foster GVSU’s continued 
involvement with people of differ­
ent faiths and backgrounds in the 
Grand Rapids community and to 
promote understanding between 
different people groups.
“We’re seeing an increase in po­
larization, where, often, if you don’t 
look like me or speak the same lan­
guage as I do or believe in the same 
religious faith, chances are we’re not 
going to have a chance to get to know 
one another,” Baker Boosamra said. 
“We really see this as an opportunity 
to, as a campus community, make 
our broader West Michigan com­
munity a more welcoming place for 
all people. (This) is something tan­
gible, albeit something small, (we) 
can all do to lend a hand.”
Baker-Boosamra also said the
SEE WARMTH | A2
VOLUNTEERISM
Spreading the warmth
BY EMILY DORAN
NEWS@LA N THORN. COM
To help arriving refugees settle 
into West Michigan this winter, sev­
eral Grand Valley State University 
departments and organizations have 
united to host the Welcoming Our
Neighbors Winter Gear Drive.
Collection boxes will be stationed 
through Friday, Feb. 10, at vari­
ous locations around the Allendale 
Campus, including the Community 
Service Learning Center (CSLC) in 
1110 Kirkhof Center, the Niemeyer 
Learning and Living Center front 
desk and the Dean of Students Of­
fice in the Student Services Building. 
Needed items include coats, gloves, 
hats and boots, particularly in adult 
sizes. Donated items will be given to 
Bethany Christian Services (BCS).
In 2016, more than 850 refugees 
settled in Grand Rapids, and BCS pre­
dicts roughly 420 more will arrive in 
2017. Last year, the Kaufman Interfaith
SWEATER WEATHER: GVSU students gather clothing for the winter gear drive Saturday, Jan. 23, 2016 Items collected during 
the drive will go toward refugees who are settling into West Michigan with minimal belongings COURTESY I CSLC OFFICE
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STUDY ABROAD TO HOLD FIRST-STEP MEETING
The Padnos International Center will hold a first-step 
meeting Friday, Jan. 27 for any and all Grand Valley State 
University students interested in studying abroad in the 
near future from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in Lake Ontario Hall. The 
meeting will cover all the basics of study abroad programs, 
including finding the right program to fit a student’s needs, 
ways to get funding and grants and information on the dif­
ferent kinds of academic programs available.
If a student is unable to make it to the meeting, the 
PIC urges them to attend their walk-in advising sessions 
in their office located in Lake Ontario Hall.
SOCIAL ACTIVISM TALK TO TAKE PLACE AT GVSU
The Kutsche Office of Local History will host a talk 
about being a social activist in the current political cli­
mate Wednesday, Feb. 1. in the Mary Idema Pew Library 
Learning and Information Commons from 12 p.m. to 1:15 
p.m. The talk will be given by Louis Moore, a Grand Valley 
State University history professor and the coordinator for 
African/African-American studies. Moore will focus on the 
increase in public protests, boycotts and demonstrations 
in the past five years that have focused on addressing 
social inequalities.
Moore will highlight the origins, evolution and deeper 
meaning of the movement and how local activism con­
nects to national-level movements.
STUDENT SENATE APPROPRIATIONS FUNDING BOARD 
REPORT FROM THE WEEK OF MONDAY, JAN. 23
Event funding:
The Center for Inquiry requested $160 for their event 
Thursday, March 2 at 7 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center 
Auditorium. They received $160.
The Future Alumni Association requested $216 for their 
GVS(You) week taking place from Monday, Feb. 20 to 
Friday, Feb. 24 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Kirkhof Lobby. 
They received $216.
The Future Alumni Association requested $225 for their 
GVS(You) week taking place Tuesday, Feb. 21 from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. in the Kirkhof Lounge. They received $225.
The American Marketing Association requested $947 
for their winter 2017 event taking place from Tuesday, Jan. 
10 to Tuesday, April 4 at 6 p.m. on Tuesdays in the SCB 
Forum Room 1008B. They received $60.
The Dance Marathon requested $1,015 for their Laker- 
thon event Saturday, March 25 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. in 
the Grand River Room. They received $550.
The Greek Life Council requested $3,455 for their Lip- 
Sync event Thursday, March 30 from 7 p.m. to midnight in 
the Fieldhouse. They received $3,455.
The Kpop Group Evolution requested $3,191.25 for their 
Unleashed 2017 event Thursday, Feb. 16 from 7 p.m. to 11 
p.m. in the Grand River Room. They received $2,291.25.
Travel Funding:
Oxfam requested $1,320 for an Impact Conference in St. 
Louis, Missouri. They received $270.
Otaku no Anime requested $1,515.84 for the Shuto Con 
2017 event in Lansing, Michigan. They received $1,391.
Chinese Language and Culture Club requested $1,395 for 
a trip to Chicago, Illinois to visit Chinatown. They received 
$1,115.
The College Republicans at GVSU requested $1,695 to 
travel to the Conservative Action Conference in Oxon Hill, 
Maryland. They received $1,695.
The next appropriations meeting will be Tuesday, Jan. 31 
at 4:30 p.m. in Kirkhof Room 2201.
The next cultural funding board meeting will be Monday,
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SOLIDARITY: Protestors gather outside the Michigan state capital 
Saturday. Jan. 21. for the Women's March. COURTESY | KELSEY CORR
MARCH
CONTINUED FROM A1
first 100 days in office. This is 
a way to keep the movement 
going past the end of the 
marches McCombs said.
“It shows how much and 
how willing we are to fight for 
what we believe we deserve,” 
McCombs. “Saying ‘thank you’ 
to the women before me who 
did the same, who gave me the 
rights and privileges that were 
not once available.”
The march was not ig­
nored by Trump either. Fol­
lowing the march, Trump 
tweeted, “Watched protests 
yesterday but was under the 
impression that we just had 
an election! Why didn’t these 
people vote? Celebs hurt 
cause badly.” Though Trumps 
tweet came with backlash 
from a large portion of female 
protestors and activists, it was 
rooted in the fact that Trump 
won the vote of 53 percent of 
white women, compared to 
Clintons 43 percent.
“Seeing the backlash against 
the march was kind of upsetting 
and a little discouraging at first,” 
McCombs said. “The same 
feeling came when I found out 
about ’Frumps first executive 
orders on anti-abortion and
JOY: GVSU student Kelsey Corr 
poses. COURTESY | KELSEY CORR
the Keystone XL and Dakota 
Access pipelines. I hope that 
people from both sides of these 
discussions are able to work to­
gether to find solutions.”
However, Trump’s tweet 
and the election results are not 
taking into consideration the 
results of the popular vote and 
what that means compared to 
the final election results said 
GVSU senior and Womens 
March on Washington partici­
pant Chelsea Michalec.
“We were the popular 
vote,” Michalec said. “1 think 
people tend to ignore that 
but that was a chant through­
out the day, ‘We. Are. The. 
Popular. Vote and I think 
that that means something, 
something memorable.”
Michalec was in D.C. not 
only for the Womens March 
on Washington but also for the 
smaller protests surrounding 
the Presidential Inauguration. 
During these protests, the tone 
was a little different.
During these protests, 
there were instances of vio­
lence, destruction and panic. 
However, Michalec said that 
there was something unique 
about the assembly.
“Even though it was de­
structive, it was amazing 
that so many people came 
together for something,” 
Michalec said. “There was a 
medical team there to help 
people and everyone was 
looking out for each other.”
Overall, six police officers 
were injured and 217 protes­
tor arrests were made Friday, 
jan. 20. Alternatively, there 
were no recorded arrests at 
the Womens March on Wash­
ington making it one of the 
most peaceful and largest pro­
tests throughout history.
One of the biggest forms 
of advocacy during the 
Womens March on Washing­
ton was the variety of signs 
that marchers created and 
displayed during the march.
“It was crazy and life chang­
ing to hear a crowd of hun­
dreds, of thousands answer a 
call from some saying ‘show me 
what democracy looks like’ and 
‘this is what democracy looks 
like,”’ McCombs said.
The march on Washington 
also inspired protestors across 
the nation including a march of 
over 8,000 people outside of the 
Lansing state capital.
Though it was a “womens 
march,” there was representa­
tion from all genders as well as 
ages in attendance which was 
one of the coolest elements of 
the march said GVSU senior 
and Lansing march partici­
pant Kelsey Corr.
“The diversity of genders, 
cultures, religions and age rang­
es was amazing,” Corr said. “I 
loved the parents who brought 
their children of all ages. What 
an important decision to bring 
your child, get them involved 
at an early age and to introduce 
them to a true democracy.”
Corr said this kind of 
clear, pictured expression 
is important due to the dis­
content between generations 
and backgrounds. It is im­
perative that everyone has 
a voice and something they 
can bond over she said.
“This election turned 
friends against friends because 
of his or her vote. Families have 
turned upside down if they 
have opposing views,” Corr 
said. “However, this movement 
has created a sisterhood, a kin­
ship, a fellowship of solidarity.
We are meeting and connecting 
with a diverse group of activists, 
forming bonds for a cause that 
is as important now as it was 
over a hundred years ago.”
Since the protests have 
stemmed from campaign 
promises and early actions of 
Trumps presidency regarding 
limitations on womens health 
options and press transpar­
ency, it is unclear what effect 
the marches will have on the 
population but it is hoped by 
followers of the movement that 
a conversation is started that 
continues into the next four 
years of Trumps presidency.
“We are living in uncer­
tain times and if someone has 
the power to make the ulti­
mate decision on something 
that will affect my life, my 
friends lives, families’, neigh­
bors, then I want to help be 
their voice,” Corr said.
The takeaway from these 
marches is that everyone mat­
ters and that fundamental 
rights are a necessity for all, no 
matter their backgrounds or 
beliefs, McCombs said.
“To those who don’t under­
stand why we marched, I will 
say that I marched for them 
as well. There are many who 
don’t get why something mat­
ters until it happens to them. I 
ask them to open their minds, 
to see the reasons behind this 
march and that I, and millions 
of others here and across the 
world will continue acting.”
WARMTH
CONTINUED FROM A1
winter gear drive reflects 
GVSU’s values, such as com­
munity, sustainability and in­
clusion and equity. Donating 
used winter coats is a form 
of recycling, for example, and 
it contributes to GVSU’s sus­
tainability initiatives.
“With regard to commu­
nity, we are recognizing our 
responsibility to the broader 
community, whether that is 
our broader local community 
or our broader global com­
munity,” Baker-Boosamra 
said. “With regard to equity 
and inclusion, this is providing 
Grand Valley faculty, staff and 
students with an opportunity 
potentially to learn more about 
the refugee crisis, in the best- 
case scenario, and at the very 
least, to do something even in 
a small way about it.”
Ella Fritzemeier, student 
senate president, agrees the 
winter gear drive reflects 
GVSU’s core values.
“It kind of goes with a lot of 
our values and what we value as 
a community,” Fritzemeier said. 
“One thing we’re really moving
toward is civic engagement, 
that idea of giving back to the 
community and being more 
service-oriented as a campus, 
so I think that this project really 
helps exude that for us.”
Baker-Boosamra said she 
hopes this winter gear drive will 
not only result in a lot of do­
nated items, but will also spur 
the GVSU community to think 
about the situations that make 
such initiatives relevant.
“I (want) to challenge the 
Grand Valley community, in 
addition to taking that small 
step, to also seek to better 
understand the reasons why
refugees and refugee fami­
lies are coming, are having to 
leave their homes,” she said. 
“We just want people not only 
to be contributing in the form 
of winter gear to help. We also 
want people to be thinking 
critically and asking questions 
about why people are forced 
from their homes and to 
think about our responsibility 
and just being aware of poli­
cies that create situations like 
this refugee crisis in Syria.”
GO TO:
http://bit.ly/2kusVuB
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Part of a can
4. A form of discrimination
10. Doctors’ group
11. Expression of joy
12. Spanish "be”
14. A mongrel
15. Helen was from here
16. With many branches 
18. Fussy
22 Male fertilzing organ of 
a flower
23. Trap
24. Long, angry speeches
26. For instance
27. Sticky, waterlogged soil
28. Fasten
30. Card game 
31 Seaport (abbr.)
34. Dresses worn in S. Asia
CLUES DOWN
1. City in Washington
2. Entertained
3. Nakedness
4. Exclamation of surprise
5. Instinct
6. Making a mistake
7. "Borgias" actor Jeremy
8. Phrases
9. Millihenry
12. Long ago
13. Self-immolation by fire ritual 
17 Disfigure
19. Horseshoe extension
20 Regions
21 Philippine Island
25 Appropriate for particular time
ANSWERS PG. 10
36. Midway between south 
and southeast
37. Of the mouth
39. Capital of Yemen
40. Branches of a bone
41. Very much
42. TV host Leeza
48. A way to change integrity
50. Plants with dark green, 
glossy leaves
51. Seedless raisin
52. Agency
53. Wear this when eating ribs
54. Martial artists wear this
55. Peanut butter
56. Drinkers sit on these
58. Pie___ mode
59. Hebraic
60. River in India
29. Small constellation in the 
Milky Way
31. Categorizes
32. Malaysian boat
33. Natives of Sri Lanka 
35. Type of vessel
38 Prescribe 
41. Ranking
43. Knickknack
44. Funeral
45. Mineral can be extracted from this
46. Tide
47. Lump in yam 
49. Food on a skewer
56. Letter in the Albanian alphabet
57. Midway between south and west
LAKER SIBLINGS
SHOW US A PICTURE OF 
YOUR SIBLINGS ON OUR 
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HEALTHY CHOICES
Being smart about alcohol
ACES asks students to make informed decisions about drinking
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY(ftiL ANTHORN.COM
From vodka to beer to 
tequila, alcohol is a staple 
at frat parties and tailgates 
on college campuses across 
the U.S. While bonding 
over red Solo cups might 
seem like a good idea at the 
time, too much drinking 
can lead to MIPs, DUIs and 
even alcohol poisoning.
Harmful and underage 
college drinking could be 
considered a public health 
problem, as noted on the 
National Institute on Alco­
hol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA)’s website, poten­
tially negatively affecting 
the intellectual and social 
lives of students.
In order to relay how alco­
hol and other drugs impact 
an individual’s health and 
academic career, Grand Val­
ley State University’s Alco­
hol & Other Drugs Campus 
Education Services (ACES) 
conducted the Alcohol (and 
Other Drugs): Truth, Lies 
and Consequences (ATLC) 
program on the Allendale 
Campus, Wednesday, Jan. 
25, in the Kirkhof Center.
About 20 students at­
tended the event, during 
which ACES staff members 
focused on informing the 
room about making healthi­
er and more informed choic­
es when consuming alcohol.
“Responsible drinking 
means taking the neces­
sary steps to ensure you are 
obeying the law and being 
mindful of the health and 
safety of yourself and oth­
ers,” said Renee Freeman, 
chief of police at GVSU’s 
police department.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
AWARENESS: GVSU Police Department Officer Minh Lien talks to students about making smart choices 
Wednesday, Jan. 25. ACES held an event to educate students about drinking alcohol. GVi I EMILY FRYE
DIVERSITY
'Being Black and Brown Abroad9
GV students of color discuss traveling experiences, suggestions
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
M WEBS TER(a)L A N THORN. COM
Of the Grand Valley State 
University students who stud­
ied abroad last year, 86 percent 
were Caucasian, 5 percent were 
African-American and 3 per­
cent were Hispanic/Latino.
Ihe Padnos International 
Center (PIC), the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and 
Laker Familia came together 
at the Being Black and Brown 
Abroad event Tuesday, Jan. 24, 
in the Mary Idema Pew Li­
brary Learning and Informa­
tion Commons Multipurpose 
Room to address these statis­
tics.
“When you look at the 
national statistics of who it is 
that studies abroad, it is largely 
Caucasian people and largely 
female,” said Alissa Lane, out­
reach coordinator at the Pad­
nos International ('enter. “We 
thought that we would have 
this event to highlight students 
of color who have studied 
abroad here at Grand Valley.”
Structured in a conversa­
tional format, a panel of five 
(iVSU students of color, both 
undergraduate and graduate, 
answered questions about their 
experiences abroad. Ihe ques­
tions, asked by both faculty 
members and attendees, cen­
tered on the students’ decision
to study abroad, family reac­
tions to their decision, fears be­
fore leaving, favorite memories, 
challenges and handling the 
cost of a study abroad program.
Not only did the panelists 
make sure to touch on this in­
formation, but they also talked 
about what it was like to be a 
person of color while studying 
abroad, ('are McLean, pro­
gram coordinator for the TRiO 
Student Support Services, said 
when students of color come 
to her office to discuss their 
options for study abroad pro­
grams, questions often arise 
about how they are going to 
be perceived in other countries 
due to their race.
When asked about these 
anticipated perceptions, Odell 
Mcfarland, a student on the 
panel who traveled to Barce­
lona, talked about his experi­
ences studying in Spain.
“In my group, I was the only 
African-American, and I was 
one out of two of the guys who 
traveled in my group,” he said. 
“No one could relate to me, but 
in Spain, it is very diverse. You 
see many different cultures and 
many different races and many 
different colors of skin. I felt 
very comfortable in Spain.”
Mcfarland wasn’t the only 
person to experience the di­
versity that comes with study­
ing abroad. Dai’Jah Todd, who
traveled to Japan, described her 
own experience standing out in 
the crowd, although the reason 
for this was a bit different.
“When I got there, they 
(saw me) more as a foreigner 
than a person of a particular 
race,” Todd said. “I just stood 
out because I was American, 
not because I was black.”
A question about the curi­
osity of locals allowed Todd to 
elaborate a little more on her 
experience in Japan as a student 
of color.
“It was the summertime 
when 1 got there so my hair 
was twisted,” she said. “They 
thought it was dreads. They 
would reach out and touch it
a lot, and I was in a more rural 
area, as well, so they weren’t 
used to seeing foreigners, espe­
cially one with an afro.”
When the panelists were 
asked to give one piece of ad­
vice to anybody who has a de­
sire to study abroad, all of the 
answers the students gave were 
unique and offered different in­
sights: immerse yourself in the 
culture, do things out of your 
comfort zone and just pull the 
trigger on signing up.
If students want to learn 
about their options for study­
ing abroad, they can contact 
the PIC, located at 130 l^ke 
Ontario Hall, for information.
READING
Sparking inspiration
GV writing professors to present work at Writers Series
BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS &LANTHORN.COM
A great idea can come and 
go in a single instant. It may 
be the start of a new mystery 
novel, the plot point that finally 
gets the story off the ground or 
the inspiration for a limerick 
about socks. Writers know the 
spark of inspiration can be the 
only thing keeping them from 
achieving their dreams. With­
out it, many face the dreaded 
mindset known as writer’s 
block,
For Caitlin Horrocks, as­
sociate professor of writing at 
(irand Valley State University, 
and Amorak Huey, assistant 
professor of writing at GVSU, 
that spark of inspiration is one 
of the factors that helped them 
create and publish their work.
Both Horrocks and Huey 
will present pieces of their work 
during the January installment 
of the Grand Valley Writers
Series Tuesday, Jan. 31, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Cook- 
DeWitt Center.
Ihe Writers Series is a col­
lection of talks and txx)k read­
ings put on by the GVSU writ­
ing department in order to 
bring both distinguished and 
up-and-coming authors to the 
GVSU campus to visit classes 
and interact with students, in 
addition to reading samples of 
their work.
In the past, the writing de­
partment has hosted a multi­
tude of different authors, each 
with a unique background that 
helped shape their writing. 
With that, co-presenting au­
thors’ themes have sometimes 
been similar to each other’s and 
sometimes not.
Horrocks and Fluey will 
center their readings on a com­
mon theme.
“Professor Horrocks and 
I, we sort of decided that we 
were going to loosely organize 
the reading around a theme
of place and maps because my 
chapbook is all about place and 
the farm where I grew up, (and) 
it refers to a map,” Huey said.
While Huey will be focusing 
on events and items from his 
past, Horrocks is not entirely 
sure yet what she will be read­
ing. However, she said she will 
probably be reading from her 
work-in-progress historical fic­
tion novel inspired by the life of 
late 19th-century French com­
poser Erik Satie.
Both authors have spoken 
at previous installments of the 
Writers Series. Horrocks was a 
planner for one and a speaker 
for another, and this is Huey’s 
first in roughly four years, he 
said.
As well as being past speak­
ers, both Horroclcs and Huey 
have published several works 
and achieved a number of 
awards and honors from sever­
al different publications. Hor­
rocks’ debut story collection, 
This is Not Your City, has been
honored in several ways: It was 
named a New York Times Book 
Review Editor’s Choice, one of 
the best books of the year by the 
San Francisco Chronicle and a 
Barnes and Noble Great New 
Writers selection.
Huey’s works of poetry 
and essays have appeared in 
such publications as The Best 
American Poetry 2012, Tfie 
Cincinnati Review, Poet Lore, 
Ihe Southern Review and 
many others, both in print and 
online.
Although these accom­
plishments may be considered 
impressive, both authors are 
more proud of their more re­
cent accomplishments. Huey 
recently won a creative writing 
fellowship for poetry from the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, and Horrocks said she is 
proud of the pieces with which 
she has had the most difficulty.
“I feel proud of pieces that 
are really hard that I have really 
struggled with,” Horrocks said.
“I recently published a piece 
in an online literary magazine. 
(It’s) a piece that originally 
came from a story that I started 
and abandoned 10 years ago.”
The Writers Series serves 
a similar purpose for both au­
thors: to show students, faculty 
and friends what they’re like 
outside the classroom and how 
they write and see the world. It 
offers them an opportunity to 
loosen up, share their work and 
connect more with the people 
they see on a daily basis.
“The different parts of the 
writing life can feel very sepa­
rated, where there’s being a 
teacher in the classroom, and 
then (there’s) being a writer by 
myself at a computer and then 
there’s publishing my work oth­
er places,” Horrocks said. “This 
is a really fun night where those 
parts of my life get to come to­
gether. We get to share what we 
do and be teachers and writers 
and performers.”
FACULTY: Amorak Huey (above) 
and Caitlin Horrocks (below) 
will present their work Tuesday,
Jan. 31. COURTESY | GVSU.EDU
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Moving
forward
The battle for 
equality isn’t over yet
T
he day after President 
Donald J. Trump was 
inaugurated, millions 
of people marched 
around the world to show 
their support for equal rights 
and to protest the rhetoric 
Trump used throughout his 
entire presidential campaign 
against minority groups. 
Women, along with men, 
marched through the streets 
of Washington, D.C., wear­
ing “pussy hats” and bearing 
signs proclaiming their sup­
port for womens rights to 
reproductive health care and 
equal pay for equal work.
The march wasn’t just 
about women’s rights, ei­
ther. People who identified 
as straight, gay, transgender 
or gender non-conforming 
marched in support of the 
LGBT community and its 
rights. There were thou­
sands of people, African- 
American, Caucasian, Asian, 
Hispanic and Latino people 
alike, who showed up to 
demonstrate that equal rights 
is for everyone and on every­
one’s minds, despite personal 
background or social status.
The march was inspir­
ing for those who attended 
and those who weren’t able 
to. There were also people 
who opposed the march 
and weren’t sure why the 
Women’s March was garner­
ing so much attention from 
news outlets. Many people 
claimed they were “con­
fused” by the march, asking 
those who did protest what 
they were marching about.
The beauty of expression 
in America is that we have 
the right to make our voices 
heard. You’re allowed to par­
ticipate in a women’s march, 
and you’re allowed to oppose 
it, as well. However, we need
to ensure that this opportu­
nity for political expression is 
preserved for years to come 
and that it is an opportunity 
granted to all.
At the minimum, the 
march was simply people, 
specifically women, demon­
strating their claim to funda­
mental rights, an argument 
that is hard to counter.
However, this can’t be the 
end. We can’t let the conversa­
tion die down. This march is 
an example of the power that 
people truly hold and the po­
tential that we have to make 
a difference. One voice can 
cause a stir, but sometimes 
it takes numbers of people 
coming together to spread a 
message about an issue. That’s 
why the Women’s March on 
Washington was so powerful 
— it made people listen.
Unfortunately, this free­
dom to expression is be­
coming increasingly pre­
carious under the Trump 
administration, especially 
with his recent attempt to 
silence the dissemination of 
information from the sci­
entific community and his 
clear disdain for the media. 
Not to mention the various 
times media outlets were 
called “fake news” in an at­
tempt to disagree with con­
tent, criticism published.
Now is not the time for 
us, the press, to stop provid­
ing you with news that mat­
ters. Now is not the time for 
you, the public, to acquiesce 
to demands to silence your 
opinions. Now is not the 
time for any of us to suc­
cumb to fear tactics and ex­
tinguish our beliefs. It’s time 
to collaborate and make 
sure our voices are heard.
So, keep marching. And 
well keep reporting on it.
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Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables, 
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a 
lantern that was used in mid- 
to-late 16th century Europe. It 
was constructed of leather and a
single lens made of a thin piece 
of ox or steer horn. It was used 
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
slogan is: "Give light and the 
people will find their own way.”
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The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
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community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
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expressed are not approved by 
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permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only,
all other reader-generated 
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errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial<®lanthorn. 
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Education standards have changed, so should our expectations
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
EDITORIAL@LAN THORN. COM
Growing up I was 110 per­
cent sure that I would attend 
college. My mother always in­
structed me that dropping out 
of school was not an option if 1 
wanted to be successful, which 
I did and still do. That being 
said, I looked at the world of 
education with rose colored 
glasses. In my young mind 1 
believed college would be like 
elementary school, reading Ju- 
nie B. Jones or coming home to 
a nice snack. But guess what? 
College is hard.
I’ll say it again, college is 
hard. During my freshman 
year, I got my first taste of high
expectations, of professors who 
assigned 100 pages to be read 
between classes and 10 page 
essays about the significance 
of Huckleberry Finn. I also got 
a taste of what being an adult 
is, having a job, grocery shop­
ping and laundry among other 
things.
My sophomore year rolled 
around, I received a B in a 
class for the first time in my 
life and I finally realized a few 
things. There is no chance that 
I’ll graduate in four years, no 
chance that I will maintain the 
pristine GPA I graduated high 
school with and no chance my 
sleep schedule will be normal. 
This newly adopted perspective 
is not meant to be negative, it is 
not meant to be pessimistic, but 
it is meant to be realistic.
Education standards have 
changed over the years. These 
days a higher number of stu­
dents enroll and graduate, 
technology has made it impos­
sible to escape a connection to 
schoolwork and the cost of tu­
ition has risen dramatically in 
the last decade. This combina­
tion of things has made college
a whole new battle.
To graduate from Grand 
Valley State University I need 
120 credits. To graduate in the 
generalized four years that col­
lege is supposed to take, that 
means 15 credits a semester, as­
suming I don’t attend summer 
sessions. Let’s all laugh together 
at that idea. To those of you 
who are able to do 15 credits or 
more each semester, I applaud 
you. To those who are willing 
to power through the summer 
months in a classroom, my hat 
is off to you as well. Finally to 
those who do either of those 
things while working, bravo. 
As for me, 15 credit semesters 
is not a feasible option.
Currently, I am halfway 
through my junior year, a full 
time student with three jobs. 
Every week, I work around 30- 
35 hours, just a smidge under 
full time. I also live in a house 
with only my sister, making 
me responsible for groceries, 
laundry and housework. I pay 
for my rent, my utilities, my 
tuition, my gas and my food. 
The cost of all of these things 
makes my three jobs, a neces­
sity. However these three jobs 
make school a difficulty.
This is where perception 
and standards need to change, 
from both students and aca­
demia. These days, many stu­
dents work, or are nontradi- 
tional and many students are 
unsure of their major or are un­
able to afford school. I am not 
alone in my struggle to balance 
all of these things.
So to my fellow Lakers, it is 
okay to struggle, it is okay to fail 
even. What isn’t okay is letting 
the hard work of today’s col­
lege environment discourage 
you. Having to fit in a few pages 
of Beowulf while you wait for 
your shift to start or having to 
balance chemical equations on 
your bus ride home is normal. 
Having $.03 in your bank ac­
count is also normal. I’m not 
going to lie, sometimes I do not 
have the time in the day to do 
all that I need to, but trying is 
what’s most important. College 
isn’t the same as it was when 
our parents went to school, 
were looking at a new battle. 
We need to learn how to fight it 
in our own way.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ j LETTER TO THE EDITOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Common Ground: A shared challenge, not shared beliefs
BY SCOTT ST. LOUIS
STL0UIS1@GVSU.EDU
Editors Note: This letter 
is in response to a column 
written by Claire Fisher in the 
Monday, Jan. 23 issue of the 
Lanthorn.
A thoughtful column by 
Claire Fisher, published in 
the Monday, Jan. 23 issue 
of the Lanthorn, responded 
to a dialogue held by the 
Hauenstein Center in part­
nership with the Division of 
Inclusion and Equity. This 
dialogue, “Race and the 
American Dream,” featured 
Nikole Hannah-Jones of 
The New York Times Maga­
zine and Jason Riley of The 
Wall Street Journal.
Kudos to Fisher for
sharing her commentary. 
She has made an admirable 
choice, lending voice to 
nuanced views in order to 
galvanize public discussion. 
I thank her for it.
In response, I would like 
to note that Fishers critique 
of the event contains three 
misconceptions.
Fisher notes that “asking 
two people with very differ­
ent viewpoints on an issue 
to find some way to agree 
on stage in one hour is 
unrealistic.” Such a charac­
terization misses the central 
purpose of the event. “Race 
and the American Dream” 
was never about promoting 
misty-eyed false unity on 
one of the most challenging 
issues in American life.
Instead, the event was 
a response to what Barack 
Obama described in his 
farewell address the “great 
sorting” of our time: a 
tendency “to retreat into our 
own bubbles, whether in our 
neighborhoods or on college 
campuses, or places of wor­
ship, or especially our social 
media feeds, surrounded by 
people who ... never chal­
lenge our assumptions.”
At the Hauenstein Center, 
we share the former presi­
dent’s concern. It is why we 
are cultivating a public forum 
outside of the country’s 
ideological echo chambers, 
a place where scholars and 
writers of different views 
can encounter one another 
face-to-face in a divisive time, 
openly and honestly. That 
the disagreements between 
Hannah-Jones and Riley are 
profound is obvious. It’s why 
we invited them!
Challenging such voices 
to find common ground is 
more important than actu­
ally locating consensus. It 
is the challenge itself that 
keeps public attention on a 
crucial democratic process: 
that of maintaining humane 
conversation (not facile 
agreement) across lines of 
serious difference.
This brings me to the sec­
ond misconception. Fisher 
states that, instead of “forcing 
the two speakers to agree, the 
Hauenstein Center should 
have respected their differ­
ences in opinion and moved 
on.” At no time did anyone
force Hannah-Jones and 
Riley toward the same opin­
ion. Rather, their divergent 
views were purposefully on 
clear display. Ihe conversa­
tion emphasized a search for 
areas of mutual understand­
ing and shared commitment 
simply because this task is 
more difficult than rote air­
ing of disagreements.
Lastly, Fisher concluded 
that the event “was un­
necessarily discouraging to 
members of the community 
who hope to find common 
ground.” To this claim, my 
response is simple. If such 
conversations are “discour­
aging,” then their absence 
would be truly devastating: 
toxic to the mind and soul. 
Engaging thought leaders 
of different persuasions is 
never cause for despair. It is 
invigorating, illuminating, 
and liberating.
In spite of our disagree­
ments, I encourage all 
members of the Grand Valley 
community to heed Fisher’s 
call, and keep talking about 
things that matter. At a liberal 
arts university, this is com­
mon ground we all can share.
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women’s marches? By Jake Keeley
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE DID YOU ATTEND OR PAY ATTENTION TO ANY OF THE WOMEN’S MARCHES?
LINDSEY VERBA
"I was looking at social media, celebrities that 
were there and then just browsing stuff online."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Undecided
HOMETOWN: Homer Glenn. Illinois
SIERRA WILLIAMS
"I did pay attention on social media and Instagram. I 
was up and down my timeline all day."
YEAR: Senior 
MAJOR: Sociology 
HOMETOWN: Detroit. Michigan
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT 
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING? 
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL#LANTHORN.COM
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SARA DEHAAN
"I did pay attention to them. I thought it was very cool 
of women to do that I'm not a supporter of a lot of 
things, but I wouldn't bash women for doing that."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Advertising/Public Relations 
HOMETOWN: Troy. Michigan
QUIANA FLYNN
"I did pay attention to the marches and what was 
going on. I think it was necessary because of the 
way females are being treated, or the fact that our 
president has said things about females.”
YEAR: Junior 
MAJOR: Theater 
HOMETOWN: Chicago, Illinois
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Moving forward
NEW PERSPECTIVE: Melissa Baker-Boosamra speaks at the post­
election town hall meeting Monday, Jan. 23. GVL I LUKE holmes
BY EVA PERRON
EPERRON(a)LAN THORN. COM
The last of several post­
election town hall meetings, 
sponsored by the Grand Val­
ley State University Division of 
Inclusion and Equity, Commu­
nity Service learning Center 
and student senate, was held 
Monday, Jan. 23, in the Kirk- 
hof Center Thorn apple Room. 
Students, as well as educators 
and directors, gathered to dis­
cuss tactics for moving forward 
after the 2016 presidential elec­
tion and 2017 inauguration of 
President Donald J. Trump.
Over the course of the fall 
2016 semester, members of 
GVSU’s community engaged 
in numerous political affairs, 
including rallies, marches and 
campaign events, while await­
ing the election and inaugura­
tion of the next president of the 
United States. Once this wait­
ing period came to an end, the 
town hall meetings served as an
Post-election town hall meeting focuses 
on understanding, democratic action
opportunity for GVSU com­
munity members to voice their 
opinions, process their emo­
tions and ask, “What now?”
“Our hope was to pro­
vide students with a space to 
think of ways they can orga­
nize themselves and continue 
to participate in the demo­
cratic process, even beyond 
the election,” said Melissa 
Baker-Boosamra, associate 
director of student life, civic 
engagement and assessment.
The topics discussed dur­
ing the town hall meetings 
were merely portions of a 
much broader national con­
versation already in place. 
Attendees talked about the 
difficulty of discerning cred­
ibility when so many news 
sources seemed to lean ei­
ther right or left politically.
Participants also had the 
opportunity to experience 
both sides and take in new 
perspectives.
“We hear from those in 
agreement with the protests
and marches and also from 
those who are very happy with 
the presidency,” said Relando 
Thompkins-Jones, the social 
justice educator of the Divi­
sion of Inclusion and Equity.
The town hall was open to 
GVSU community members 
of any view point, and any 
concerns and hopes for the fu­
ture were open to discussion.
“People need to get outside 
their thoughts and listen to 
understand, learn from each 
other,” Thompkins-Jones said.
Baker-Boosamra hopes 
GVSU students will not only 
discuss their political opinions 
but will also think about how 
they can apply those opinions 
through democratic action.
“The big picture here is we 
want Grand Valley students to 
think about their role in our 
democracy: what are you go­
ing to do and what are your re­
sponsibilities within a democ­
racy?” Baker-Boosamra said.
Thompkins-Jones said no 
one is exempt from the conflict
in the U.S., and understanding 
the democratic system and the 
issues the country faces has 
never been more crucial.
“One of the reasons we 
came together for this series 
is to check in and see where 
everybody is post-election 
and create an opportunity for 
people to process,” he said.
A follow-up series is cur­
rently being developed with 
the intention of going be­
yond discussion to a more 
focused approach. Students 
may experience exactly what 
democracy looks like and use 
that frame to talk about con­
temporary political issues.
Baker-Boosamra said the 
idea of civic learning and dem­
ocratic engagement is part of a 
much larger movement hap­
pening across the nation.
“We are at a time where we 
can’t take our freedoms, or our 
political system, for granted,” 
she said. “Its a critical time for 
students to take political ac­
tion and stay engaged.”
TECHNOLOGY
Redefining community create solar devices
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHER TZER(d)L A N THORN. COM
As demonstrated in its 
many initiatives and projects, 
Grand Valley State University 
is committed to community 
service. While most people 
think of a community in 
terms of a local collection of 
individuals, Heidi Jiao, an en­
gineering professor at GVSU, 
along with three GVSU grad­
uate students are turning this 
notion on its head.
Jiao recently traveled to 
Malawi, Africa, with graduate 
Students Justin Melick, Patrick 
McCarthy and Sofia Fanoura- 
kis to install a solar device 
they had created for a hospital 
experiencing electrical prob­
lems. The electricity would fre­
quently go out at unexpected 
times, often during surgeries.
“When I heard the story 
from Dr. Sommers (and) 
how lots of patients died be­
cause the power went out, 
we wanted to help any way 
that we could,” Jiao said.
Jiao may have gone with her 
students for this project, but 
initially, the first trip to Malawi 
wasn’t for the engineering pro­
gram. The graduate students 
helped fundraise money them­
selves so they could build the 
solar device and travel to Ma­
lawi for eight days.
Melick, who helped plan 
the logistics of the trip, said 
after building the heavy de­
vice—worth a couple thou­
sand dollars—and transport­
ing it, seeing the effects on the 
hospital made it all worth it.
“Engineering students 
learned a lot from (the 
trip), and to see the impact 
of their work first hand and 
getting to meet with the di­
rectors of the hospital was 
amazing,” Melick said.
Melick said he, along with 
the other two students and 
Jiao, learned a lot about cul­
tural differences and the Ma­
lawi people’s limited exposure 
to U.S. media. He also said 
they supplied the time and 
energy needed to help fix the 
electricity problem there.
The Embangweni Mission 
Hospital covers a wide area and 
includes several remote clin­
ics. The first solar device was 
installed in 2013 in the hospital 
itself, Jiao said. Two additional 
devices were created and are 
currently being used in two of 
the remote clinics, as well.
The solar device makes it 
possible for the hospital to op­
erate solely on it for two days. 
However, its main function is 
as a backup generator for when 
the power outages occur at the 
hospital and the surrounding 
remote clinic sites.
Jiao said as long as the 
hospital and remote clinics 
continue to use the devices, 
they will continue to help 
keep them working. Melick 
explained how the devices 
have data trackers in them 
to improve the communi­
cation between the hospital 
and the team.
Jiao said her and her stu­
dents’ mission was to start in 
Malawi and to keep serving 
underprivileged areas in other 
countries and in the U.S.
Melick and Jiao said the 
team had many difficulties, 
including installing the de­
vices, going to a local town
for extra parts they needed 
and handling financial costs. 
However, they both agreed 
at the end of the day they 
were proud of their work.
“It was definitely worth 
it,” Melick said. “The thing 
(for) me was helping the 
people there and learning 
from them. That’s how I 
got the most out of it.”
HELP: Patrick McCarthy installs a solar panel above the Emban­
gweni Mission Hospital in Africa. COURTESY | PATRICK MCCARTHY
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FEBRUARY 25
POP EVIL WITH RED SUN RISING, BADFLOWER
FEBRUARY 27
THE HEAD & THE HEART WITH WHITNEY
FEBRUARY 28
STEVE HACKETT: GENESIS REVISITED WITH 
CLASSIC HACKETT
MARCH 3
JEEZY
MARCH 11
JUICY J WITH BELLY, PROJECT PAT 
MARCH 25 
SLIGHTLY STOOPID
MARCH 28
JAY & SILENT BOB GET OLD
APRIL 2
PETER FRAMPTON %
APRIL 6 Vf 
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APRIL 7
KILLSWITCH ENGAGE & ANTHRAX WITHKHE 
DEVIL WEARS PRADA
APRIL 17
MODERN BASEBALL WITH KEVIN DEVINE & THE 
GODDAMN BAND, SORORITY NOISE, THE
OBSESSIVES
APRIL 19
THE FLAMING LIPS 
APRIL 27 
REAL FRI
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LIVE NATION
FEBRUARY 1 GRAND OPENING!
TROMBONE SHORTY WITH JOE HERTLER & THE 
RAINBOW SEEKERS
FEBRUARY 2
UMPHREY'S MCGEE WITH SPAFFORD
FEBRUARY 3
LYNYRD SKYNYRD WITH LAITH AL-SAADf 
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SfllNEDOWN WITH WAYLAND, GRETA VAN FLEET 
FEBRUARY 7
DITA VON TEESE "THE ART OF THE TEESE" (18+)
FEBRUARY 8
THE CADILLAC THREE WITH ERIK DYLAN 
FEBRUARY 9
DIRTY HEADS WITH THE OUTER VIBE, STYLEE DUB
FEBRUARY 10
THE VERVE PIPE WITH PAPA VEGAS
FEBRUARY 12
MICHAEL CARBONARO
FEBRUARY 15
THE NAKED MAGICIANS (18+)
FEBRUARY 17
BACK TO THE 80S FEATURING SIXTEEN CANDLES 
(18+)
FEBRUARY 18
YOUNG THE GIANT WITH LEWIS DEL MAR
FEBRUARY 23
DROPKICK MURPHYS WITH THE INTERRUPTERS, 
BLOOD OR WHISKEY W AP' 
FEBRUARY 24
CHIPPENDALES (18+W
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‘5 UNDER 35’ BUSINESS PROFESSIONS
For those who wonder what Grand Valley State 
University alumni have to say about life after college, 
the Future Alumni Association is hosting an event called 
"Five Under 35: Business Professions” Tuesday, Jan. 31, 
located in the Seidman Center Loosemore Forum.
The event will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. as stu­
dents will talk with a panel of recent GVSU graduates. 
Topic will be focused around how to be successful in 
college, transition into a career, and be successful. The 
group will take professional headshots for those who 
are interested.
Reservations are required. Questions can be 
emailed to faa@mail.gvsu.edu.
‘MUSICIANS AND CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION AT GV
Diving into the experience of music production and 
the role it plays in contemporary society, Grand Valley 
State University music faculty is hosting a panel discus­
sion Wednesday, Feb. 1 at 5 p.m.
Panelists will discuss how music can provide 
meaningful resources to understand social issues. 
Featured is Jia Kim, a cellist and artistic director 
of International Music Sessions, Miki-Sophia Cloud, 
an artistic director of the White Mountains Music 
Festival and current GVSU faculty and students.
The program will include a three minute musi­
cal introduction and is free and open to the 
public. The event is LIB 100 approved. For more 
information, contact choso@gvsu.edu.
‘TO SUSTAIN A CONTINENT’ STUDENT EXHIBITION
During 2015, Grand Valley State University student 
Hannah Mico participated in a study abroad pro­
gram partially funded through the GVSU Padnos 
International Center, which led to the creation of an 
exhibition featuring observations from South Africa.
Mico studied resource management in communi­
ties bordering the Kruger National Park in South 
Africa, and the wildlife around the area. In South 
Africa, she documented a spectrum of conditions and 
worldwide issues.
The exhibit, “To Sustain a Continent: An 
Exploration of South African Resource Managment” 
will be featured at the Kirkhof Center Gallery 
Thursday, Feb. 2, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
CAMPUS INITIATIVES
‘Talk Back Tuesday’ explores 
intersections of faith and feminism
BY RILEY COLLINS
RCOLLINS(S)LANTHORN.COM
As the political climate has 
warmed up recently, so have 
debates concerning topics like 
faith and feminism. The Grand 
Valley State University Wom­
en’s Center, along with Campus 
Interfaith Resources, has taken 
many steps in tackling the same 
issues on campus.
Students are invited to join 
the Womens Centers monthly 
Talk Back Tuesday sessions to 
participate in conversations al­
lowing them to explore topics 
like cultural appropriation, the 
Violence against Women Act 
and even how to cope with in­
sensitive family members while 
in a comfortable environment.
The Womens Center, 
which has been hosting Talk 
Back Tuesdays for three 
years, hosted the talk “A 
Conversation on Faith and 
Feminism” Tuesday, Jan. 24, 
focusing on intersections be­
tween feminism and faith.
“We do want to get some 
different voices in here, espe­
cially different narratives that 
we might not hear,” said Alii 
Roman, assistant director of 
the Womens Center.
To do this, the center 
partnered with Campus In­
terfaith Resources to bring 
in student facilitators of dif­
ferent religious backgrounds, 
who spoke about their own 
belief systems and how those
BODY POSITIVITY: Students engage and discuss health at the "Love Your Body Week. Mindful You” 
presentation hosted by the GVSU Women’s Center in Kirkhof Monday, Feb. 22, 2016. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
interact with social concerns 
like womens empowerment.
For many, feminism and 
faith do not emerge in table 
conversations. Rather, Ro­
man said many take to social 
media platforms to post their 
opinions on issues they would 
not normally be as passionate 
about in face-to-face conver­
sations. Even more, feminism 
and faith often do not coincide 
in these virtual conversations.
To Roman, however, ig­
noring those of marginalized 
religious identities and refus­
ing to discuss them reinforces 
harmful myths, which assume 
religious persons can’t be femi­
nists. In reality, Roman said, a 
large number of students who 
practice religion on campus 
also identify with feminism.
Subjects of conversation
at the talk included myths 
and assumptions about the 
role of women in religion. In 
addition, facilitators shared 
their thoughts on how to 
educate others who are inter­
ested in the inner workings 
of these issues but aren’t sure 
how to tackle the topics.
“We all have different faith 
beliefs and spiritual back­
grounds, but we’re all trying 
to come around this central 
mission of trying to tight for 
gender justice,” she said. “What 
does that look like?”
For Katie Gordon, coordi­
nator of Campus Interfaith Re­
sources, this mission looks like 
the recent, international events 
centered on justice for women. 
Incredibly diverse groups of 
people have been coming to­
gether to express their passion 
for women’s rights and bring­
ing to light the realities of being 
a modern woman.
“In a time like this, and after 
a weekend where we saw huge 
success of the Women’s March­
es across the world, the conver­
sation is more important than 
ever before,” Gordon said.
Roman said feminism isn’t 
meant for only one “ideal” type 
of woman, rather, the face of 
feminism is the face of millions.
Talk Back Tuesday, especial­
ly this past talk, aims to educate 
attendees on feminist views 
often not included in a larger 
political picture.
“I hope that through the sto­
ries shared over this Talkback 
will show people an alternative 
narrative of faith and feminism 
that they weren’t previously 
aware ofT Gordon said.
CULTURAL EVENTS
New Year festival to celebrate Asian culture
PERFORMANCE ART: The dance group "Fusion" performs at the 
Asian New Year Festival Thursday, Feb. 4, 2016. GVL I SARA carte
BY TY KONELL
TKONELL aLANTHORN.COM
Continuing on with its tra­
dition of hosting traditional 
celebrations and cultural 
awareness events on campus, 
Grand Valley State University’s 
Asian Student Union will be 
presenting the Asian New Year 
Festival. This will be in celebra­
tion of the year of the rooster 
on the Chinese zodiac.
The celebration will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 28, will be from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. located in 
Kirkhof Center’s Grand River 
Room. The festival will include 
a variety of Asian entertain­
ment, bringing attention to the 
Chinese New Year, an event 
that actually spreads to a num­
ber of countries in Asia includ­
ing Vietnam and Korea.
In Asia, the New Year hol­
iday is a multi-day celebra­
tion with events like perfor­
mances and games signifying 
the cultures celebratory atti­
tude during the season.
“It’s usually a week long 
celebration in Asia. People 
take time off of work, they 
usually kick it off with fire­
works and if you’ve ever seen 
a dragon dance, they’ll have 
that,” said Linda Nguyen, ac­
tivities coordinator of ASU.
“There’s a lot of kids and 
people crowd the streets. It’s a 
lot of festival stuff — perfor­
mances, gambling and red en­
velopes,” she said. “Those are 
cool, because basically, it’s like 
giving away money for the 
new year and everybody re­
ceives them so its a nice little 
gift to start new year.”
Paying homage to the tradi­
tional Asian celebration, ASU 
will be featuring a Grand Rap- 
ids-based Lion Dance group
BUSINESS
Seidman IPO prepares for 2017
GV student organization aims to break $70,000 portfolio
who will perform as an open­
ing act to the festival.
“The (Lion Dance group) is 
going to be performing for the 
first 15 minutes to get everyone 
hyped up for the night and have 
that true Asian New Year atmo­
sphere,” Nguyen said.
Furthermore,
GVSUs Asian 
New Year Fes­
tival may serve 
as a catalyst for 
deeper cultural 
understand­
ing. The student 
group serves as 
support and a 
resource for stu­
dents of all cul­
tures who want 
to learn more 
about Asian tra­
ditions.
One of the
major standpoints ASU em­
phasizes in its mission, she said, 
is attempting to eliminate ste­
reotypes about Asian cultures.
“It fully amplifies that cul­
tural feel, to learn about it 
hands on,” Nguyen said. “I feel 
like I can speak for some of
“Since I’ve joined, 
It’s pretty much 
like a big family 
you see every 
week. That’s why I 
continue to come 
back.”
LINDA NGUYEN
ASU ACTIVITY COORDINATOR
our members, but when I grew 
up I would get the typical ste­
reotypes, which, even if they 
are true for me, doesn’t mean 
they’re true for every (Asian 
American) person.”
ASU, which was founded 
over 20 years ago, has become 
a place of com- 
munity and
solidarity among 
students who
participate in the 
organization.
“I grew up on 
the east side of 
the state in a re­
ally small town, 
so my town was 
predominantly 
Caucasian. So, 
very far and 
spare Asian
families there,” 
Nguyen said.
“Since I’ve joined, it’s pretty 
much like a big family you see 
every week. That’s why I con­
tinue to come back.”
The Asian New Year Festival 
is LIB 100 and 201 approved, 
and is free to all students who 
want to attend.
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LA KERL IFECdLA N THORN. COM
As the winter semes­
ter pushes forward, many 
Grand Valley State Univer­
sity student organizations 
are active with new leader­
ship and are setting larger 
goals for 2017 than the last.
Under the GVSU radar, the 
student-run Seidman Invest­
ment Portfolio Organization 
(IPO) that manages a $69,000 
portfolio, is focused on strat- 
egizing to one day break the 
$100,000 mark in the invest­
ment portfolio.
Dating back to 1976, IPO 
was formally known as the 
GVSU Finance Club started by 
a group of students interested 
in the stock market. Drake Ja- 
glowski, who will serve as the 
president of IPO for 2017, said 
he has two main goals for his 
term: member retention and 
portfolio growth.
“I want our students to gain 
as much possible knowledge 
as they can about finance and 
investments,” Jaglowski said. 
“Finance is a career that pro­
vides unlimited opportunities 
for advancement. If you want 
to keep progressing into new 
roles, knowledge is powerful.”
Not only does Jaglowski
want to bring in new mem­
bers and increase opportunities 
for growth, but is focused on 
breaJdng the $70,000 point the 
portfolio is currently under.
Ryan Bowles, vice presi­
dent of portfolio management, 
said IPO’s main objective for 
the portfolio is to outperform 
the S&P 500, an index of 500 
stocks acting as the leading in­
dicator of U.S. equities.
t >nce we get past $70,000 
we can employ more of an op­
portunistic approach to our 
portfolio,” Bowles said. “We 
want to then take on and push 
more of the $100,000 range in 
the coming years.”
Over the past few years, 
Bowles said IPO has devel­
oped a diverse range of invest­
ments, a goal the executive 
board was pleased to meet.
“Seeing how our perfor­
mance was over the past 
year was kind of a big eye- 
opener for us,” he said. “Di­
versification is the number 
one rule to the investing 
portfolio. Its the best way to 
beat the market or perform 
within the general market.”
Leaving their mark at 
GVSU, Bowles said IPO pro­
vides a plethora of opportuni­
ties to students from all majors, 
whether a student is into fi­
nance or even engineering.
“There’s nothing better 
than having a sound finan­
cial future, and that goes for 
everyone whatever it may be,” 
he said. “On a general sense 
this organization will open 
you up, like when we host one 
of our seminars or let you go 
pitch a stock. (IPO) allows 
for people to speak up. You 
get out of this organization is 
what you put into it.”
Throughout the year, IPO 
plans to host resume and inter­
view preparation workshops to 
help students build communi­
cation skills, business strategies 
and open the door to intern­
ship experiences.
“We provide the tools and 
oversight to get people good in­
ternships and get people access 
to top employers," Bowles said.
“Members who contrib­
ute to the portfolio, I think 
they gain more communica­
tion skills,” Jaglowski said. “Its
something to put on a resume, 
I think employers are looking 
for experience as well as GPA.”
For the future, both Ja­
glowski and Bowles said 
IPO is working to gain 
more connections past West 
Michigan to bring in more 
opportunities for hands-on 
experience and strategy.
Those interested in becom­
ing a member, meetings are 
every Thursday at 6 p.m. in the 
Seidman Forum SCB-1008 at 
the Seidman College of Busi­
ness on the Pew Campus.
Students are expected to at­
tend six meetings, upload re­
sume to Lakerjobs, volunteer 
for three hours of community 
service and join the organiza­
tion page on Orgsync to re­
main a general member.
College Special
$6.95 1 Item pizza 
with valid 
GVSU ID
All day 
reveryday 
pick up or 
delivery
□
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/lnvest/
FOR MORE INFORMATION
WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to baking.
EBDSLN
NEW LEADERSHIP: Seidman IPO executive board members after 
the election Thursday. Dec. 1, 2016. courtesy I drake jaglowski
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JOHN KEATING TO SPEAK 
AT GVSU
John Keating, the host of 
the Detroit Red Wings and 
Tigers broadcasts on Fox Sports 
Detroit, will be speaking on the 
Grand Valley State University 
Allendale Campus Friday, Jan. 27 
at 3:30 p.m. in Lake Superior Hall 
Room 174. The talk will last until 
approximately 5 p.m.
Keating, a GVSU alumnus, will 
talk about his experience in the 
sports journalism business with 
insights, stories and a question- 
and-answer session at the end 
of the talk. He will offer a unique 
perspective for aspiring sports 
journalists on how to get a head 
start in the industry.
Keating's broadcasting career 
started at GVSU when he was a 
broadcaster on WSRX, GVSU's 
student run radio station. He 
now hosts pre-game and post­
game shows for the Detroit 
Tigers and Red Wings, and he 
even served as a temporary 
color analyst in 2009 for the 
Detroit Tigers Radio Network.
TRACK AND FIELD WOMEN 
RANK NO. 1, MEN NO. 4 
NATIONALLY
In the most recent 
USTFCCCA national poll, the 
Grand Valley State women’s 
track and field team ranked 
first nationally while the men’s 
team pulled in the fourth spot. 
The men’s team stayed put at 
the fourth spot from the previ­
ous rankings, but the women 
jumped one spot ahead of the 
previous No. 1 ranked team 
Pittsburg State.
The women’s team has six 
athletes or relay teams that 
rank in the top-five nationally 
in their events. Senior Kendra 
Foley holds the top time in 
Division II in the 5000m and 
ranks second in the mile. 
Rachael Walters ranks third 
in the 800m, Kathryn Mills is 
third in high jump and Stacey 
Metzger ranks fourth in the 
5000m. The 4x4Q0m team 
also holds the third best time 
nationally.
Sitting as the fourth ranked 
team, the men’s team trail 
two GLIAC rivals, Ashland and 
Tiffin, who sit at No. 1 and 2 
respectively. The Lakers also 
trail the No. 3 ranked Adams 
State. GVSU is followed by No.
5 ranked Texas A&M Commerce.
Both the men and women will 
host the GVSU Mike Lints Alumni 
Open Saturday, Jan. 28 at 1 p.m.
TWO GVSU ATHLETES 
NAMED GLIAC PLAYERS OF 
THE WEEK
Grand Valley State athlet­
ics represented two athletes 
in the GLIAC Players of the 
Week awards. Track and field 
star Kendra Foley and swim­
ming and diving senior Leonie 
Van Noort both earned player 
of the week laurels for their 
performances last week.
For the second time this 
season, Van Noort is taking 
home a GLIAC Player of the 
Week honor. She led the Lakers 
to a victory over Indianapolis 
by shattering a pool record in 
the 500 freestyle with a time 
of 4:55.59. Van Noort finished 
first in the 100 backstroke 
(58.50) and swam the fourth 
leg of the 200 medley relay, 
helping the Lakers to another 
first place finish in that race.
Foley, a winner of numerous 
GLIAC Player of the Week hon­
ors, earned yet another award 
after finishing fourth place in 
the mile at the GVSU Open.
Her time of 4:49.64 earned her 
a NCAA provisional mark. She 
was the highest placing Division 
II athlete in the event.
W. BASKETBALL
Blessing in disguise
GV’s Taylor Parmley providing force off the bench after rare injury freshman season
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK(a)LAN THORN. COM
A
s an athlete, there is 
nothing more frus­
trating than sus­
taining an injury 
and not being able to contrib­
ute on the court or field. An 
injury is never considered a 
blessing, but in a strange way, 
Taylor Parmley of the Grand 
Valley State womens basket­
ball team may have received 
a blessing when she sustained 
a season-ending injury her 
freshman year.
Parmley, now a redshirt 
sophomore, is averaging 7.8 
points per game as the team’s 
‘sixth man’ or first player off 
the bench. Last season, she 
also played an integral role 
in the Lakers’ Final Four run, 
posting a double-double in 
the Elite Eight against Pitts­
burgh State.
But before she showed 
off her scoring prowess at 
the collegiate level, Parmley 
sat out her entire freshman 
season due to a shoulder in­
jury. She injured her shoulder 
two weeks before the season 
began and was cleared to 
play the day after the season 
ended. Unfortunate timing, 
but at the same time it helped 
Parmley learn the college- 
level game before ever step­
ping on the court.
“It’s funny,” said GVSU 
assistant coach Phil Sayers. 
“I think we had thought that 
she would play (her freshman 
year), and I told numerous 
people that was the best thing 
to happen to Taylor Parmley.”
Parmley, a scoring force 
when she is on the court, 
learned how to be an asset to 
the team with her voice and 
mentality rather than her 
physical contributions.
"I think it made me a lot 
better of a communicator
on the floor and I was able 
to lead with my voice that 
year rather than my actions,” 
Parmley said. “I think I’m a 
better person for it.”
The only thing stranger 
than her injury being con­
sidered a blessing is the 
circumstances which led 
to Parmley’s injury.
Parmley sustained an in­
jury called Honeymoon Pal­
sy, which refers to a compres­
sion neuropathy in the arm. 
This symptom is the result of 
applying pressure on the arm 
in an awkward position for 
an extended period of time, 
eventually cutting a nerve in 
the arm. In Parmley’s case, 
which is the most common 
occurrence, it happened 
while she was sleeping.
“I woke up and I had a lot 
of pain in my shoulder,” Par­
mley said. “I gave it a couple 
of days and went back to prac­
tice. 1 went to do a pushup, 
and my arm just gave out.”
After an entire season of 
rehab, Parmley returned the 
next season to play in all 36 
games and lead the team with 
a .526 shooting percentage 
from the field. This season, 
she is shooting .549 from the 
field in 12 games played.
“She gives us that con­
fidence because when she’s 
on that floor, she believes 
that she’s going to make 
a play,” said senior Kayla 
Dawson. “She definitely 
brings the presence in the 
paint that our starting five 
does not have as much.”
The Lakers have a versa­
tile starting five. Each play­
er can drive to the basket 
and shoot from the perim­
eter, but none of them are a 
true low-block, post player. 
That is where Parmley fils 
that role off the bench.
SEE PARMLEY | A8
SIXTH MAN: Grand Valley State redshirt-sophomore Taylor Parmley shoots a deep 3-pointer during 
GVSU’s 63-57 win over the Saginaw Valley State Cardinals on Saturday, Jan. 21. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
M.BASKETBALL
ROAD TRIP: Grand Valley State basketball personnel load up the team bus before heading up to Houghton, Michigan in the Upper Peninsula Wednesday. Jan. 25. The 
Lakers are starting their road trip with their game versus the Michigan Tech Huskies on a Thursday, the first time in recent memory they've done so. GVL | LUKE holmes
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at Michigan 
Tech
Saturday, 3 p.m. at Northern 
Michigan
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. at Michigan 
Tech
Saturday, 1 p.m. at Northern 
Michigan
TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday, all day at GVSU Lints 
Alumni Meet
SWIM AND DIVE
Saturday, 11 a.m. at GVSU Diving 
Invitational
Laker logistics Looking at the anatomy of a men’s hoops road trip to the Upper Peninsula
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
The Grand Valley State 
men’s basketball team’s games 
this weekend are going to be a 
little different than usual.
The Lakers will face the 
Michigan Tech Huskies 
Thursday, Jan. 26 in Hough­
ton, Michigan, and will 
then finish the weekend at 
Northern Michigan against 
the Wildcats in Marquette, 
Michigan Saturday, Jan. 28. 
The two road games prove 
crucial for a lakers’ team
(12-6, 8-3 GLIAC) that is 
coming off of huge wins over 
Saginaw Valley State and 
Wayne State last weekend.
Traditionally, the Lak­
ers have always played 
the Wildcats on Thursday, 
heading to Marquette first, 
and then ended the week­
end in Houghton, creating 
a shorter drive to one of the 
most northernmost points 
of the Upper Peninsula.
The lakers left Wednes­
day morning, Jan. 25 at 10 
a.m., starting a 10-hour, 519 
mile adventure to snowy
Houghton.
Besides game-planning 
for the Huskies and the Wild­
cats on the court, the lakers 
will be putting a considerable 
amount of energy on the lo­
gistics of the road trip—as 
they do with any away games. 
While they’ll depend on 
Trevin Alexander, Luke Rys- 
kamp, Juwan Starks and the 
rest of the squad to get wins 
on Thursday and Saturday, 
GVSU will be depending on 
a separate team to coordinate 
the things behind the scenes 
fans don’t see.
“Everybody does their 
job,” said GVSU coach Ric 
Wesley. “That’s how our orga­
nization works—everybody 
has a different role and you 
hope everybody does it to the 
best of their ability. When you 
do that, it doesn’t ensure that 
you’re going to win, but it re­
ally increases your chances 
when things go smoothly.”
The lakers rely on several 
individuals in the organiza­
tion, from student-managers 
to assistant coaches. Assistant 
coach J.R. Wallace, who is in 
his first season as a full-time
assistant coach after being a 
graduate assistant the previ­
ous two seasons, is tasked with 
running point on the Lakers’ 
travel logistics. Wallace is re­
sponsible for anything travel 
related, from developing an 
itinerary to deciding what 
movies the team will watch.
The men’s and women’s 
teams travel together in one 
bus, and long trips like this 
one require careful planning. 
Any time spent not moving 
forward is time wasted—the
SEE M. HOOPS | AS
A8 | SPORTS
TRACK AND FIELD
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
(&GVLSPORTS &
JANUARY 26, 2017
f\ |%*! | r| |T| # /% A £3kY\f* il freshman Emmanuel Arop adjusting to
I I 111 I M III ■ I VU life in Allendale after moving from Nigeria
RECORD BREAKER: Emmanuel Arop, pictured Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2015. Arop moved from Nigeria to 
study engineering and run sprints for the GVSU men’s track and field team. COURTESY | athletes USA
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JA R VIDSON@LAN THORN. COM
Six thousand-two hundred 
miles.
That’s how far Grand Val­
ley State freshman sprinter 
Emmanuel Arop was willing 
to go to pursue a track and 
field scholarship.
The blooming star is from 
Calabar, Cross River, Nigeria, 
located in the far south of the 
West African nation. He is pre­
pared to make his mark on the 
United States by breaking nu­
merous records at GVSU.
Arop has a passion for 
track and field, but the coun­
try of Nigeria doesn’t neces­
sarily have the same mindset.
“My chances of competing 
were limited,” he said. “In Nige­
ria they don’t really have a high 
regard for track and field.”
The U.S. would offer Arop 
an opportunity to not only 
continue his track and field 
career, but to receive a qual­
ity education as well. More 
importantly, if Arop was fast 
enough on the track and 
worked hard enough in the 
classroom, several schools in 
the U.S. would offer to pay for 
his education entirely.
But Arop’s father was not 
on board with his son traveling 
across the world, specifically to 
pursue track and field.
“He said I had to do engi­
neering and I had to read my 
books and that track and field 
wasn’t going to take me any­
where,” Arop said. “My dad 
knew I was fast, but he didn’t 
believe I could get faster with 
proper training. He also felt 
athletes in Nigeria don’t get 
paid very well.”
It was with the help of his 
oldest brother that Arop was 
able to convince his father to 
let him accept a scholarship 
to attend college in the U.S. 
The agreement was that Arop 
needed to find a school where 
he could study engineering. Af­
ter sorting through numerous 
offers from across the country
and weighing the scholarship 
money, the track and field op­
portunities and the engineering 
program, Arop chose GVSU.
Now that he is a Laker, Arop 
sees why his father was skepti­
cal of whether or not he could 
balance both athletics and engi­
neering effectively.
“I try to work very hard to 
prove to my parents and my 
brother that everything I’ve 
done isn’t in vain,” he said. “I 
can actually do both. My dad 
was thinking if I do sports now, 
then 1 won’t be able to do engi­
neering. It was one or the other 
and he definitely didn’t want 
me to choose sports.”
Fittingly, the brother who 
helped convince Arop’s fa­
ther to let the future GVSU 
star go, was the one who had 
inspired Arop to love run­
ning as a young boy.
“When I saw him run with 
his friends and beat them, I just 
felt it was amazing watching 
him win the races,” Arop said.
That inspiration would 
drive Arop to become a su­
perstar. As an eight and 
nine-year-old, he would run 
at youth competitions where 
he quickly learned he had a 
unique gift of speed.
He went on to attend Air­
force Comprehensive Second­
ary School, a military school in 
his home country. In Nigeria, 
high school lasts for six years 
and almost always, because the 
kids are still growing, the fastest 
kids in the school are naturally 
the ones in their sixth year.
But when Arop was in 
his fourth year, he and an­
other classmate were al­
ready faster than the fifth 
and sixth year students.
That’s when people began to 
take notice of the teenager.
“This had never happened 
before,” he said. “They realized 
we were actually fast so they 
took us out to compete. We 
competed, I won the races and 
he came in second, and it was a
good feeling and our relay team 
was strong. From there they 
had high regards for us.”
Arop had always known 
he was fast, but now others 
were seeing it as well. He was 
invited to the Nigerian Un- 
der-20s competition where 
he finished third as a 17-year- 
old in the 100-meter dash, 
though he questioned the age 
and eligibility of those com­
peting around him.
“If I’m being honest, in 
Nigeria the people that are 
competing in the Under-20 
aren’t actually under 20,” he 
said. “It’s a little rigged.”
Arop recalls lining up next 
to an opponent and looking 
over to see what looked like 
a full-grown man running in 
the next lane. He remembers 
thinking there was no way in 
the world this man was under 
20 years old, he said.
Running against tough, and 
sometimes unfair, competition 
only made Arop stronger and 
more prepared for his future 
and his time at GVSU. The 
freshman most recently posted 
a 60-meter dash time of 6.88 
seconds at the Gladstein Invi­
tational in Indiana Friday, Jan. 
20. The mark put him in posi­
tion to represent GVSU at the 
NCAA Division II Indoor Na­
tional Championships.
“He is going to score 
points. He’ll be in the top 
eight for sure,” said fellow 
sprinter Thomas Capers. 
“He’ll be an All-American 
if he keeps training hard 
like he’s supposed to be.”
Teammates like Capers 
and Kenny Jones have been 
instrumental in Arop’s ac­
climation to the GVSU team 
and the U.S. in general.
“I just want to be there for 
him,” Jones said. “If he needs 
somebody, I’m there. And it 
also really helps that we’re 
part of the sprints group, 
just getting him comfortable 
with what’s going on.”
Arop’s biggest struggle as 
part of the track and field team 
has been getting accustomed 
to the rigorous training, but 
his teammates have been there 
to push him, encourage him 
and allow him to do the same 
to them in return.
“This is my first year of 
organized training. I’ve never 
trained like this in my life,” 
he said. “The hardest part 
was during the fall. That’s 
when we are building up.
“There are exercises that 
I’m not very used to like the 
long distance runs. I get tired 
and there was a race where I 
even had to throw up. It was 
just very difficult.”
But Arop is a man built by 
hard work and he has used 
the training to improve in life, 
something that shows in his 
successful, simultaneous bal­
ancing act of athletics and the 
engineering program.
“He’s a smart kid,” Capers 
said. “He was telling me his 
GPA was over a 4.0 (in Ni­
geria) because they have a 
different grading scale. He’s 
actually taught me different 
ways to do homework and 
study habits. Education-wise, 
he’s taught me stuff.”
Jones and Capers believe 
the addition of Arop will al­
low them to re-break the 
4x100-meter relay record 
during the outdoor season, 
a record they set last spring. 
Individually, Arop has his 
mind on all of the GVSU 
short-sprinting records, from 
the 60 to the 200-meter dash.
“I think I should run a 
6.7-second 60,” he said. “In 
the 400 I don’t think I’m built 
to run it that fast, not to com­
pete with the elites, but the 100 
meters, the 200, the 60; I feel I 
could actually run fast in those.
“If I get stronger in the gym 
and get stronger outside here 
doing workouts and things, 
then I could probably run a 
sub-10 in the 100 meters.”
PARMLEY
CONTINUED FROM A7
“We do her a disservice by 
listing her at 5’10” when re­
ally she is 5’8’T Sayers said. 
“She’s flat out tough, and she’s 
a kid that she’s either going to 
score or get fouled.”
When Parmley touches 
the ball on the low block, 68 
percent of the time she scores 
or draws a foul. She provides 
the Lakers with instant offense 
when they can get the ball to 
her near the basket.
Her scoring ability is no
secret, and it never was. As 
a sophomore at Mishawaka 
High School in Indiana, Par­
mley dropped 51 points in a 
single game, while still miss­
ing nine free throws.
Free throws have always 
been a minor weakness in 
Parmley’s game, but she 
drastically improved her free 
throw shooting in the offsea­
son and now shoots 80 per­
cent from the line this season.
“Free throws are all a mental 
game and it’s just a confidence 
thing,” Parmley said. “Last year, 
I always joked around a lot and 
I was like ‘I’m not the best free
throw shooter,’ but this year I 
decided that I am going to be 
one of the best.”
Her pure scoring ability is 
invaluable to the team. When 
she missed four games with 
an ankle injury this season, the 
offense was visibly missing a 
presence on the low block.
“We were missing that 
kid that could just go down 
(to the low block) and get a 
bucket for us,” Sayers said. 
“In the Hillsdale game, (they) 
took away our shooters and 
we had nobody down low 
that wanted to go score.”
The Lakers missed her pres­
M. HOOPS
CONTINUED FROM A7
team uses the services of two 
bus drivers, each of whom 
are only allowed to have 10 
hours of driving time, and 
that includes rest stops.
It’s Wallace’s job to make 
sure everything goes smoothly.
“I want (the team) to try 
to stick to the script,” Wal­
lace said. “I’m trying to keep 
coach Wesley and our staff 
on script. I want to see if 
(him and the assistants) can 
predict this trip.”
No decision is too small 
for Wallace, and he relies on 
the help of the team’s student- 
managers: Zak Spryszak, 
Damien Loveless, Connor 
Wesley, Harold Wiggins and 
Riley Gallagher. Wallace and 
company make sure the team 
is stocked with plenty of food 
and other travel essentials.
Wesley makes sure to re­
fer to the student-assistants 
as just that, and not man­
agers, as he believes the 
latter title carries a conde­
scending tone.
“I don’t think that serves 
them well, does justice to 
what those guys do for our 
program,” Wesley said. 
“They’re student-assistants. 
They do behind the scenes, 
get stats, get equipment, 
whether its team travel, 
player counseling, I mean 
they do so many valuable 
things for our program. I 
try to call them student- 
assistants because I think 
that gives them the kind of
respect they deserve.”
Another thing Wallace, a 
history and education major, 
tries to do with road trips is 
make them fun. The team 
always stops to eat right af­
ter crossing the Mackinac 
Bridge, an experience he and 
the team always look forward 
to. With so many hours to 
kill on the road, he also tries 
to select movies that have a 
lesson to be learned, and ap­
peal to both the men’s and 
women’s teams.
Well, usually.
“You can always learn 
something from a quote- 
unquote, ‘chick-flick,’” 
Wallace said. “(The men’s 
team) is all jocks, so we al­
ways like the sports movies 
that expand the kids so that 
they’re constantly growing 
as young individuals.”
The team bonding pro­
cess doesn’t end with mov­
ies. Wallace is always mak­
ing sure the players are on 
top of their game, whether 
that’s basketball, school, 
being a good teammate, or 
just life in general.
“It’s always about taking 
care of business,” he said. 
“I tell the guys all the time, 
‘you’re more likely to be an 
uncle, a father than an NBA 
player.’ If we can get the 
skills to be able to set the 
tone, how to study, how to 
work hard, how to put team­
mates first, then we’ll be fine. 
We get to see that up close 
and personal when we’re on 
the road together.”
Of course, not everything 
goes according to script.
Practice times and venues, 
restaurant choices, can all 
change, and there’s always 
the element of the unknown. 
The last time the Lakers 
were in the UP earlier this 
season, the team bus was hit 
by a malfunctioning snow­
mobile while parked. Luck­
ily, no one was on the bus 
at the time and the snow­
mobile driver was fine, but 
it represented some of the 
crazy things that can happen 
when on the road.
“Things happen,” Wesley 
said. “Good teams, you try to 
minimize those weird mis­
takes, uncertainties, problem 
areas, but you also have to be 
able to just kind of keep mov­
ing through it.”
One last area Wesley 
notes is important is re­
covery. Without their own 
training facilities in Al­
lendale, team trainer Josh 
Slayton is forced to make do 
with the hand he’s dealt on 
the road. Slayton uses Nor- 
maTec body sleeves that are 
used for player recovery, and 
constantly plans ahead for 
what the team’s process will 
be in the event of an injury.
With player recovery, one 
aspect stands out to Slayton, 
especially on the road.
“I think one of the most 
important things about my 
job is just the communica­
tion between me and the 
coaches and then the ath­
letes,” Slayton said. “All the 
stuff that I learned in four 
years of college didn’t really 
prepare me for the commu­
nication aspect of it. When
ence down low, but Parmley 
fought her way back to playing 
form and has contributed every 
game since her return.
“Our players respect 
(her) because they know 
what she’s been through 
from an injury stand point 
and how hard she works and 
how tough she is,” Sayers 
said. “It’s an emotional lift 
when she does get to play.”
Since Parmley’s return, the 
Lakers are 7-2 and currently 
hold to the second spot in the 
GLLAC North Division.
Now, after sitting out her 
entire first season, the payout
you know your material and 
have good communication 
with the guys, everything 
kind of falls into place.”
All told, a lot goes into 
road games that fans don’t 
see.
“Ultimately, being in a ho­
tel, being on the road gives 
you that foxhole mentality, 
and we’re all ready to go,” 
Wallace said.
of Parmley learning the game 
and becoming acclimated with 
college-level basketball is pay­
ing dividends for the Lakers.
“A freak thing absolute­
ly,” Sayers said, “but I also 
think, and she’ll tell you, 
when she looks back it was 
an absolute blessing that it 
happened to her.”
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I am an athlete born in Louisiana on 
January 3,1981.1 always knew I’d 
have a career in football, following in 
the footsteps of my father and 
my older brother. I was named 
MVP of two Super Bowls.
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SWIM AND DIVE
SHAKE IT OFF: Jenn Priebe gets ready for her event Saturday Jan. 21. Priebe, a senior swimmer for Grand Valley State women's swim and dive team, came down with a cough and chest pain that was later diag­
nosed as mono and was unable to compete in meets for most of the season, leaving the Lakers without one of the team's more consistent relay team members for an extended period of time. GVL | EMILY FRYE
Back for more
GV’s Jenn Priebe battles through mono in senior season
BY JAKE CARROLL
JCARROLL@LANTHORN.COM
The morning of a meet, 
Grand Valley State senior 
swimmer Jenn Priebe woke 
up with a cough and some 
chest pain. This had been 
something manifesting 
throughout the past couple 
mornings, and she figured 
she was just coming down 
with bronchitis or the flu.
That meet was against 
Northern Michigan Oct. 29, 
and she was only five meets 
into her final season as a Laker.
Priebe shook off the ill­
ness and figured she would 
get over it in a couple days, 
and be swimming again soon 
enough. When she returned 
from the trip to Northern
Michigan, she went to the 
doctor, where they told her it 
was bronchitis and she would 
need three days of rest.
Those three days didn’t do 
much for Priebe—she now 
felt much worse. She went 
back to the doctor where 
they ran some blood tests and 
concluded that she had come 
down with every college stu­
dents nightmare: mononu­
cleosis, or more commonly 
referred to as simply “mono.”
The doctor told Priebe she 
would have to sit out from 
swimming for at least three 
weeks. Priebe, not knowing she 
had mono, had already been 
swimming with the illness for 
a week. This aggravated her ill­
ness, as she would have been 
resting during that time had 
she known the severity of it.
This resulted in Priebe 
beihg sidelined until the 
team’s training trip in Mi­
ami over winter break.
“I have never missed a meet 
until this year,” Priebe said. “I’ve 
been injured before in high 
school, but I have never been 
inactive for that long before.”
During her recovery, Priebe 
was mostly resting, attending 
swim practices and meets while 
watching from the sidelines 
and talking with her family.
“We talked a lot. I tried 
to stay in contact daily,” said 
Chris Priebe, Jenn Priebe’s 
mother. “I tried to make sure 
she was getting enough to eat, 
make sure she was getting the 
tests done and getting enough 
rest. I helped as much as I 
could for being miles away.”
Over the time that she was
sick, Priebe never missed a 
class because of her illness. 
Mono is known to be a sick­
ness that causes significant 
fatigue. Priebe likened it to 
waking up in the middle of 
the night and staying that 
tired for the entire day.
“If I wasn’t sleeping I was 
studying,” Priebe said. “I 
was present for each class. 
If I was present or not men­
tally, I’m not really sure.”
The time away from 
swimming was especially 
disheartening for Priebe, 
because she is the type of 
competitor that is always 
looking to do whatever it 
takes to win. It doesn’t mat­
ter if she does well individu­
ally or not—all that matters 
to her is the team’s success.
“(Jenn) is always look­
ing for the team victory,” said 
GVSU coach Andy Boyce. 
“She’s the kind of competitor 
that you can put on the end of 
a relay. She is excited to help 
the team any way that she can.”
Priebe has not made any 
national competition cuts, 
but she could still compete 
as part of a relay.
She prides herself on 
something Boyce said at a 
banquet last season.
“If we’re in a tight-knit 
situation where we could 
either win or lose the meet, 
I count on Jenn to put on a 
relay and I know that she’ll 
do what I need her to do,” 
Boyce said at the team’s 
banquet last season.
Since her return from being 
sick, Priebe has fit back into her 
spot seamlessly. In the Lakers’
last meet against Indianapolis 
Saturday, Jan. 21, she finished 
with first place finishes in the 
200 freestyle (1:58.24) and the 
50 freestyle (25.03). She also 
added a second place finish in 
the 100 freestyle. Her perfor­
mance was like she never left 
Priebe has at least one 
more meet in the pool as 
a Laker with the GLLAC 
Championship meet com­
ing up Feb. 8-11 in Saginaw, 
Michigan. The women’s 
swim and dive team have had 
the conference title in their 
crosshairs for a long time, 
and they hope this season 
will be the time they take it 
for themselves. No matter 
what happens, Priebe will be 
there to do what she always 
does—help the team win.
CLUB SPORTS
AU ^ ^ Women’s club basketballFirming tft©ti men© taking off in second season
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMC A TA MNEY@LAN THORN.COM
Every year, new clubs 
spring up from the minds 
of students looking to fill a 
niche role in the Grand Val­
ley State community. Stu­
dents can find clubs for al­
most anything, but not all of
those clubs have the potential 
to become something greater.
The women’s basketball 
club had that potential and 
ran with it.
Last year, Sophia Hall, 
now a sophomore, had the 
idea of creating a club where 
women on campus could get 
together and play basket­
ball together since there was 
no other true time or place 
where they could do that, es­
pecially since the men who 
play at the recreation center 
do not play well with girls.
Alas, the club was cre­
ated for that purpose and 
its inception went well.
This year, the same club 
that was founded a few se­
mesters ago has evolved into 
GVSU’s very own full-fledged 
women’s club basketball team.
The team held tryouts and 
even hired a head coach to call 
the shots and run practices. 
They eventually got around to 
hosting their own round-robin 
style tournament in Allendale.
In their first taste of com­
petitive action, the Lakers 
won all three of their tour­
nament games against es­
tablished programs—Loyola 
University (Chicago), Oak­
land and Central Michigan.
“It was so nice. We’re so 
new that we haven’t seen 
what other teams play like 
or how they are. We have no 
idea about the playing lev­
el that’s out there because 
this is our first exposure 
to teams in our area,” Hall 
said. “Coming out in our 
first year and beating the 
other teams we could find 
was great. We’ve also played 
Ferris and Northwestern 
(in scrimmages) and we’ve 
beaten them too. It’s really 
cool to be such a new team 
and be validated like that.”
Made up of 12 girls both 
with college basketball expe­
rience and without, the team 
as a whole is feeling optimis­
tic about the slate of games 
that lay ahead in their first 
season of competitive play.
“Based on the teams that 
we’ve faced the past couple 
weeks we feel like we’re 
pretty evenly matched,” 
said Tori Henning, starter 
and Albion College trans­
fer. “Me and, I believe, two
other girls played college 
basketball and transferred 
here, so this club was a 
great opportunity to con­
tinue playing basketball at 
a competitive level. I think 
we offer good matchups.”
Along with Henning, senior 
forward Erika Ketchum and 
sophomore guard Sarah Van 
Houte, who is also the club’s 
vice president, are expected to 
be the on-court leaders for the 
team and can be expected to 
put on a show for fans.
“Yeah, I think we’re super 
optimistic. We’re excited. It’s 
looking really good,” Van 
Houte said of the expected 
team success. “We’ve been 
playing at a competitive lev­
el with teams who have been 
at a competitive level for a 
lot of years so it feels good.”
In fact, there is even buzz 
among the team that they can 
make a run at the regional tour­
nament as soon as this year and 
even contend for the women’s 
club national championship.
“Well be traveling this year 
to all kinds of tournaments and 
we hope to win the regional 
tournament and if we do that 
we can go to the national cham­
pionship game,” Henning said.
Just because the team has 
moved on to bigger things does 
not mean they have lost sight of 
their original mission, though.
“We have practice players 
too, like I said we just want­
ed girls to just be able to play 
the game but that don’t feel 
like they can play at the rec,” 
Hall said. “You don’t have 
to be on the team, if you 
want to come play with us 
at practices or scrimmages 
you can come play with us, 
we’re inclusive. Girls are able 
to come do that and we have 
girls that do that right now.”
Interested girls are invited to 
attend practices, which are held 
on Tuesdays and Sundays at 9 
p.m. at the Recreation Center.
The Lakers will continue
their season Friday, Feb. 10 
when they take on the Oak­
land Golden Grizzlies at the 
Palace of Auburn Hills, and 
tickets purchased for that
game will also get fans into 
the Detroit Pistons versus 
the San Antonio Spurs game 
that same night at 7:30 p.m.
4G TRACTION: The Grand Valley State women’s club basket- 
im competes Sunday. Jan 22 COURTESY I GVSU ClUR SPORTS
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Is downtown Detroit the best place 
for both the Red Wings and Pistons?
BY ROBBIE TRIANO AND 
JAKE CARROLL
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
Editors note: Lanthorn 
sports writers Robbie Triano 
and Jake Carroll debate 
whether or not having both 
the Red Wings and the Pistons 
move into one place is the best 
thing for the city and its fans.
Jake Carroll: I pitched 
(Lanthorn Sports Editor 
Beau Troutman) an idea for 
a column about the Detroit 
Pistons and the Detroit 
Red Wings moving to Little 
Caesars Arena and he said 
we should have a discus­
sion about it. Let me know 
what you think! Personally,
I think that the Wings need 
a switch, but the Pistons 
should stay where they are.
Robbie Triano: Good 
question, Jake. To me, this 
move to have all four major 
sports teams in the city of 
Detroit is not only great for 
the city, but really coming 
at a perfect time for a young 
Pistons team that has their 
best years ahead of them. 
This team is a potential East­
ern Conference contender 
in the playoffs, but still 
developing its youthful and 
promising roster at the same
time, sort of like the city of 
Detroit in recent years after 
the economic downfall of 
2008. Most big market cities 
have all of their sports teams 
located within the city, so 
why shouldn’t Detroit?
JC: See, I can under­
stand that it will be good 
for the city of Detroit, and 
it will undoubtedly bring 
some jobs back to the city, 
but just think about fan 
security. Right now, The 
Palace of Auburn Hills is in 
a relatively safe area. They 
have their own parking lot 
and there isn’t much risk 
in going to a Pistons game, 
unlike a Red Wings game
in downtown Detroit where 
anything can happen. At 
the Joe, there’s nowhere to 
park, and no “safe space.” 
This might just be the shel­
tered small town kid in me 
talking, but I would much 
rather go to a game in Au­
burn Hills than Detroit.
RT: That’s a good point,
I would like to see how that 
plays out because I agree, the 
parking situation at the Joe 
is a little shaky (and expen­
sive). But what Detroit offers 
that Auburn Hills does not 
is the opportunity for fans 
to continue the experience 
after the final buzzer. It’s a 
reality that drinking and
alcohol are a major part of 
the fan experience for those 
over 21 years old, because 
people go to these games to 
have a great experience with 
friends and family. But after 
the games, what is there to 
do in Auburn Hills besides 
drive back home? Little 
Caesars Arena allows the fan 
to continue their downtown 
experience, which could 
mean going out to local bars, 
casinos, or get delicious late- 
night munchies at places like 
Lafayette Coney Island and 
Green Dot Stables.
JC: I can get behind that.
I wouldn’t know the experi­
ence because I’m only 19,
but I can agree that some 
people definitely make a 
night out of it. However, on 
a financial note, the ticket 
prices will likely be higher 
for both teams. Some 
prospective ticket prices 
already were released for 
the Red Wings, and the 200 
level seats (nosebleeds) are 
thought to start at 40-65 
dollars per seat. No fan 
wants to break the bank to 
sit a mile away from the ice. 
Pistons prices haven’t been 
released yet, but I would as­
sume they would be similar 
in price. I bought seats for a 
Pistons game for 35 dollars 
and I was eight rows from
the floor. I likely wouldn’t be 
able to do that at LCA.
RT: Ouch, didn’t re­
ally think about that. I’m 
a diehard Pistons fan that 
lives about 15 minutes from 
the new area, but as a col­
lege student I might have 
to empty out my pockets 
just to see my team in ac­
tion. Although we have 
our qualms about the new 
security and possibly selling 
our arms and legs to afford 
tickets, I think we can agree 
that this arena is good for 
the city economically and to 
finally have all four major 
sports team in the same city. 
The hype is real.
FAREWELL TO THE JOE: A conceptual rendering of the new Little Caesars Arena. The new arena has received backlash from some Detroit Red Wings’ fans because of the name 
and the attachment fans feel toward Joe Louis Arena, the arena where the 11-time Stanley Cup champion Red Wings have played since 1979. COURTESY | SPORTS ILLUSTRATED
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange(a)lanthorn.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
AnnouncementsAnnouncementsHousing
I need someone to take over 
my lease in Meadows above 
Mully's! Rent is $465 a 
month and around $25 in 
house bills. You will have 
your own room 
and bathroom with a 
bathtub!
Included: parking, gym, pool, 
hot tub, volleyball 
and basketball courts. 
Contact
deboards@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested.
Looking for a female 
subleaser for Winter 2017 
semester in a 4 bedroom 
Style E in Meadows 
Crossing.
Rent is $469/month and I will 
pay the first month. The 
apartment is shared with 
3 other female roommates 
Lease goes until July 2017. 
Email
godlewj@mail.gvsu.edu for 
more information!
Leasing a Leonard Street 
Apartment. Two bedroom, 
renovations just completed 
Next to Shakedown Street 
and just down the street 
from the news Breweries 
and Distilleries Great 
neighborhood and very 
convenient for going to 
GVSU Contact 
patrick @ mohneyrealtor.com 
if you're interested.
Looking for a sub-leaser for 
the 2017/2018 school year 
at Enclave. Rent is $558 a 
month for everything 
including electric, it is a 4 
bed/4.5 bath townhouse! It is 
a 12 month lease, but I am 
willing to pay for 
the summer months if 
needed. Please contact me 
at resnickg@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested'
subleaser for this upcoming 
semester. The apartment is 
in Meadows, it is located 
very close to the bus stop, 
has a garage, laundry room, 
pantry, kitchen, large living 
room and of course your 
room with a bathroom 
connected (including extra 
storage space and a bath 
tub in the bathroom). There 
are 3 other girls that live 
there. There is also free gym 
and pool/hot tub services as 
well as free tanning. I would 
give January and February 
to you free of charge! But 
the monthly payment after 
that would be $509 not 
including utilities which is 
usually between $30-$40 
Contact me with any 
questions, my number is 
248-765-8704 Thank you!
Looking for a roommate for 
January-May 2017. House is 
located on the NE side of 
GR, less than 10 minutes 
away from Pew campus. 
$400/month flat, utilities 
included. No formal lease to 
sign, no deposit required. 
Contact me at 
(616)901-2355 or 
ludtker@mail.gvsu.edu.
Roommate wanted for 2 
bedroom downtown loft. 235 
Division. 350 a month. 50 
more or less for bills. 
Contact me at
clarkmat@mail gvsu.edu for 
more info.
^ AERIALS 
YGYM
6001 COIT AVE NE, 
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml
COLLEGE NIGHT-
SATURDAYS
10 PM-12 AM
Looking for a subleaser for 
my Copper Beech lease 
from winter till the end of the 
lease in the summer.
I have a 4 bedroom, 4 1/2 
bathroom townhome Rent 
is 437 a month without 
utilities (electric) and 
includes water. I currently 
live with two guys and a girl. 
My apartment is across from 
the basketball court, close to 
guest parking. Looking for 
someone ASAP!
Please email me at 
jimenezd@mail gvsu edu
Downtown home with 2 
empty rooms! looking for a 
student to sublease, big 
house, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 
bath. Dog friendly! Fenced 
backyard, 2 car garage, 
private parking. Gas, 
cooking, and heat. $420/ per 
month w/ utilities!
Call 517-375-6089
Announcements
For over 25 years of service 
Brian’s Books
has GUARANTEED lower 
GVSU textbook prices than 
our on-campus competition. 
DARE TO COMPARE! We 
offer delayed billing for 
GVSU financial aid students! 
We have MORE GVSU 
textbooks than ever, 
awesome GVSU clothing 
selection and all the 
supplies that you will need 
Why not check us out this 
semester??
The Barbara H. Padnos 
International Scholars 
program provides 
scholarships for year long 
study abroad 
programs.
Students are expected to 
engage in serious study for 
an extended period of time 
(minimum 9 months) in an 
approved study abroad 
program. Preference for the 
largest award will be given to 
qualified applicants who plan 
to be abroad longer than 10 
months.
Haw a 9peci.il someone? Write thum a Low Ltoe* 
Stop Into the Lanthorn dltce 00t>1 Wrkhofl or 
email artvemsmg^lanthorn com 
for mOm Inform. iIk in'
m
Show that special someone 
some love by purchasing a 
love line in the Lanthorn on 
February 11th for $15 or 
double the size for an extra 
$5. Accepting orders until 
Feb. 9 @ noon. Contact 
advertising@lanthorn.com or 
visit our office 0051 lower 
level of Kirkhof.
Peppino's Pizza located 
5065 Lake Michigan Dr. 
offers lots of great food, 
including a $6.95 1 item 
pizza if you show your 
college ID! Call them today 
for more information 
616-895-1615
Grand Rapids’ brand new 
music venue, 20 Monroe 
Live opens February 1! 
Located downtown next to 
The B O B. See the full 
concert calendar at 
www. 20Mon roe Live. com.
Employment
Check out the Tripp Lake 
Camp job application online, 
and apply to be a part of our 
staff for summer 2017!
Apply online
at www.tripplakecamp.com.
Work on Mackinac Island 
This Summer - Make 
lifelong friends. The Island 
House Hotel and Ryba’s 
Fudge Shops are seeking 
help in all areas: Front Desk, 
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales 
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas. 
Dorm Housing, bonus, and 
discounted meals.
(906) 847-7196. 
www.theislandhouse.com
(^GrandValley Dentistry
SomaWng la imiH About
Accepting 
new patients!
Lance W. Dehne D.D.S
http//www stl4odatcd4misi.com/ 
818 896-7400 
4868 Lake Michigan Drtva 
Allendale. Michigan 49401
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